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Description 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


The Kundum festival is celebrated by the Ahanta or Nzema people of the Western region of 
Ghana. It is celebrated to thank God for the abundance of food as it ushers in the harvest period of 
the area. 

History 

The festival is believed to have first been celebrated in the 16th century. The first record of the 
festival was made by Bossman, Dutch explorer, who traveled to the Gold Coast in the 17th century 
and observed the festival. 

Origin 

The origin of the festival was passed on through folklore and involved a hunter, Akpoley, who 
during expedition, chanced upon some dwarfs dancing in a circle. He observed the dance and upon 
his return to the town introduced it to his people. This dancing eventually developed into a way to 
drive the devil and evil spirits from towns and villages. During the festival, the dance is performed 
ritually by most inhabitant of Aximand surrounding towns. 

Festival type 

Kundum is both a harvest and religious festival. The start of the festival is based on the day the fruit 
of a certain palm tree became ripe. 

The celebration 

Originally, the festival lasted for four weeks but due to modernity, it has in recent years been 
reduced to eight days. The festivals occur separately in each town that make up the Ahanta 
paramountcy with town scheduling the Sunday in which their festival will start independent of each 
other. The celebration consists of three main components: 

dancing 

drumming 

feast 


Source 

Description above from the Wikipedia article Kundum Festival, licensed under CC-BY-SA full list of 
contributors here. Community Pages are not affiliated with, or endorsed by, anyone associated with 
the topic. 
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